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Carmel Catholic Gears Up To Celebrate 2012 Catholic Schools Week 

Mundelein, IL—January 9, 2012— Catholic Schools Week, the annual celebration of Catholic schools and their contribution to their communities and the nation, is set for January 29 through February 3, 2012. For more than three decades, the nation’s Catholic schools have spent the last week of January recalling the gift that Catholic education provides to America’s young people and its contributions to communities and the nation. 

Carmel Catholic will participate in the celebration with a variety of activities that focus on appreciation for one another.  Starting on Monday, January 30 and continuing throughout the week, students nominated by faculty will be recognized with the Most Valuable Corsair (MVC) Award for their outstanding contributions to the Carmel community.  Also on Monday, students, faculty, and members of the Board of Directors will gather for an all-school liturgy that celebrates the mission of our community.  On Tuesday, freshmen, sophomores, and juniors will be on retreat with the senior class assisting the retreatants.  Each retreat will call the students to examine the essential human values of respect and care, based on the religious conclusion that each of them has great value and is a child of a loving God.  The celebration will continue on Thursday when faculty, staff, and parent volunteers will be honored with an Appreciation Luncheon.  The week-long celebration will end on Friday with Student Appreciation Day—a day filled with fun and surprises for the students.

The 2012 Catholic Schools Week theme is “Catholic Schools:  Faith. Academics. Service.  These three priorities make Catholic schools stand out from other educational institutions.  Students are taught faith—not just the basic tenets of Christianity, but how to have a relationship with God.  Students are taught academics, which in Catholic schools are held to very high standards, to help each student reach their full potential.  Finally, Catholic school students experience service—the giving of one’s time and effort to help others—as an expression of both faith and good citizenship.   

“This combined focus on faith, academics, and service prepares our students to lead full and meaningful lives,” explains Mrs. Lynne Strutzel, Principal, Carmel Catholic High School.  “Our school community is a success because everyone—students, faculty, staff, parents, and volunteers—work together in a spirit of service to each other.  As members of this very special community, we understand the God works through us.  Catholic Schools Week gives us the opportunity to celebrate what makes Catholic education unique and we have much to celebrate.” 

There are nearly 7,000 Catholic schools in the U.S., with more than 2 million students.  At the college level, 234 Catholic institutions enroll more than 700,000 students.  Parents choose Catholic schools for their children because they emphasize academic enrichment as well as moral and spiritual development.  Catholic schools are well known for their high level of academic achievement and high graduation rates.  At Carmel, 100% of its students graduate and 100% are accepted into college, compared to 44.1% of public school graduates nationally.

